.94 There was so much to be done. Poland must have an
eight-hour law. There must be state insurance. There
must be public health service. There must be some sort
of land reform—however, that must be carried out slowly,
to avoid too abrupt changes in agricultural affairs in-
volving three-fourths of the population.
Other nations were not waiting. The Czechs invaded
the territory claimed by them and the Poles, and there
was a week of fighting before they agreed to an armistice
and a boundary arranged by a committee of the Allies.
There was fighting with the Germans in Upper Silesia.
The Ukrainians, once Lwow was relieved, had to be
pushed back in the southeast, In the north Lithuanians
and Bolshevists were on Polish soil. Five enemies at
once—it was a repetition of Polish history of the seven-
teenth century when Swedes and Cossacks, Tartars and
Russians swept across the land. Sienkienwicz's great
historical novel of this period was well named The
Deluge. This was a twentieth century deluge, on south
and southeast, on west and north and east. Pilsudski
had to build up an army while all this fighting was
going on. The whole nation believed in his lucky star
and was so accustomed to his victories that at first they
were not greatly stirred by the threatened storm of
enemies.
In April, 1919, the Polish army from France arrived
in Warsaw. What a help it would have been if France
had sent this Haller army sooner! They were experi-
enced soldiers, certainly a splendid addition to his force.
Still he had to recruit and recruit. Always too few. By
the spring*of 1920 he had six hundred thousand men, a
marvelous work of organization. A large force, for the
first time in Pilsudski's career.
If it takes time to make an army, it takes still more
time to make officers. Before he went to Magdeburg,
looking far ahead, he foresaw this need and sent one
of his trusted colonels to visit military schools in G-er-

